TANIKA GUPTA  MBE

Over the past 15 years Tanika has written over 20 stage plays that have been produced in major theatres across the UK. She has written 30 radio plays for the BBC and several original television dramas, as well as scripts for EastEnders, Grange Hill and The Bill. She has taught drama and run workshops in South Africa, Australia, New Zealand, Cuba, India, USA, the Netherlands, Germany and across the UK. She is a fellow of Rose Bruford College, runs courses for the Arvon Foundation and has led playwriting workshops in many UK universities (including Central School of Speech & Drama in London, Sheffield, Leeds, Manchester, Glasgow and Oxford Universities), as well as for the National Theatre, Royal Court,  Hampstead, Young Vic and Theatre Royal Stratford East. Tanika has been writer in residence at the National Theatre and at Soho Theatre, a fellow at the Playwright’s Studio in Glasgow and a writing tutor in Winchester  Women’s prison. She has won numerous awards for her work. She is presently a visiting lecturer at Royal Holloway University of London and Royal Central School of Speech and Drama.
Born in London the year after her parents arrived from Calcutta, Tanika’s earliest memories are of performing dance dramas by Rabindranath Tagore with her parent’s cultural group “The Tagoreans” across the European continent. After graduating from Oxford University Tanika worked as a community worker and in an Asian women’s refuge for several years. Tanika began writing drama in the early 1990’s and for some time was also a script reader for BBC TV’S ‘Black screen’. She became a full-time writer in 1996 and has established a successful career in theatre with regular forays into TV, radio and film. She has always worked closely with a wide range of contemporary writers and drama practitioners both in the UK and around the world. 
THEATRE  PRODUCTIONS TO DATE:
LOVE ‘N STUFF
THEATRE ROYAL STRATFORD EAST
  A comedy two hander. ’  Sept-Oct 2013 
THE EMPRESS
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY
 Swan theatre  - Stratford Upon Avon.   2013.

THE BOY I LOVE
VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM
 Original play for installation linked to Music Hall and  Walter Sickert exhibition (Until Dec 2013)

WAH! WAH! GIRLS
SADLERS WELLS AND THEATRE ROYAL STRATFORD EAST THEATRE. A British Bollywood musical. Peacock Theatre May-June 2012. Reopening at Theatre Royal Stratford East in Sept 2012.

MINDWALKING 
BANDBAZI THEATRE. An aerial play touring UK and India


              September – November 2011. Remounted for a 
second tour around Britain – 2013.
GREAT EXPECTATIONS            
WATFORD PALACE THEATRE & ENGLISH TOURING THEATRE. 
Feb- May 2011.



Published by Oberon

BROOD
THEATRE ROYAL STRATFORD EAST. Young adults tour.

 

July 2010.

DREAMING BY DAY  
UNICORN THEATRE/PLAYHOUSE FESTIVAL. Play for schools. 



July 2010.






US OR THEM
NATIONAL YOUTH THEATRE AND HOME OFFICE. Anti Knife crime play toured around Pupil Referral Units. Jan/Feb 2010.

2 YOUNG 2 LUV
BIRMINGHAM REPERTORY THEATRE. Young people’s theatre.  June 2009.

TALKING TO BYRON
  NATIONAL YOUTH THEATRE AND HOME OFFICE. Anti Knife crime play toured around Pupil Referral Units. March/April 2009.

MEET THE MUKHERJEES         

BOLTON OCTAGON THEATRE. May 2008.

Published by Oberon

WHITE BOY
             NATIONAL YOUTH THEATRE AT SOHO THEATRE
July 2007. Remounted at Soho Theatre in January 2008.

Published by Oberon

CATCH 
Unique group writing collaboration at the Royal Court with four other leading women writers – April De Angelis, Laura Wade and Stella Feehily.  Produced in December 2006 in THE JERWOOD THEATRE AT THE ROYAL COURT.


Published by Oberon

SUGAR MUMMIES  

ROYAL COURT THEATRE in July/August 

2006 and went on to tour Birmingham Rep and Bolton Octagon Theatres. 

Published by Oberon

GLADIATOR GAMES                 
A part verbatim play based on the racist murder of Zahid 

Mubarek in Feltham YOI in 2000 and the resulting Public Inquiry.  The play began in SHEFFIELD CRUCIBLE THEATRE IN                                                      OCTOBER 2005 AND WENT TO THEATRE ROYAL STRATFORD EAST. 
Remounted Feb 2006 at Theatre Royal Stratford East.



Published by Oberon.

HOBSON’S CHOICE

A modern adaptation of Harold Brighouse’s 

‘Hobson’s Choice’ for THE YOUNG VIC. June – Aug 2003 followed by a nationwide tour.



Published by Oberon

FRAGILE LAND
An original play for HAMPSTEAD THEATRE March-April 2003. Published by Oberon

INSIDE OUT
Commissioned by CLEAN BREAK on the subject of women in the criminal justice system.

This included a period of research for three months at HMP WINCHESTER.  2002 Nationwide tour, and a run at the Arcola theatre in London.  Published by Oberon.

SANCTUARY  
An original play at The NATIONAL THEATRE for the ‘Transformation’ Season in July 2002 Completed a national tour. 



Published by Oberon

BERTOLT BRECHT’S - THE GOOD WOMAN OF SETZUAN

Commissioned to write a translation for the Royal 
NATIONAL THEATRE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT. Toured 
nationally for six months and then ended the run 
at the Cottesloe Theatre in June 2001.

THE WAITING ROOM
Stage play commissioned by The NATIONAL THEATRE. PRODUCED AT THE COTTESLOE in May/June 2000 – starring Shabana Azmi.  Published by Faber & Faber .



Winner of the John Whiting award 2000.

A RIVER SUTRA
Stage adaptation of Geeta Mehta’s novel for Indosa Productions/National Theatre Studio. First production at Three Mill Islands Studios. Sept/Oct 1997. Granted a Peggy Ramsay Foundation Award. (1997).

ON THE COUCH WITH ENOCH   
BAC’s Seeing Red Festival of Dissent (May 1998).

A short play about Enoch Powell on his death-bed 
for 
SKELETON



SOHO THEATRE – May-June 19997



Part of being writer-In-Residence at the Soho 
Theatre Company (1996-98), 



Published by Faber & Faber.

VOICES ON THE WIND
Stage play selected by TALAWA THEATRE company as their black Women Writers project; had a rehearsed reading at Theatre Royal Stratford East; the play was further developed through work-in progress at the Royal National Theatre Studio and produced for a selected audience, Sept 1995.
 Currently Tanika is under commission with:

Birmingham Rep Theatre
       Anita and Me (Adaptation of Meera Syal’s  novel)             

BBC RADIO DRAMA

 Tanika is currently under commission to write 2 -5 part series for BBC Radio 4 

And a 2 hour adaptation of Jane Austen’s EMMA for broadcast later in 2015
Productions to date include:
BABY FARMING       90 minute original play for BBC Radio 3 – April 2014
PATHER PANCHALI  2 part adaptation of Bibhuti Bushan Bandopadhya’s novel for BBC Radio 4. Feb 2013

A DOLL’S HOUSE    An adaptation of Ibsens’s ‘A Doll’s House’  for BBC radio 3 -2012

RESCUE ME   Forty -five minute afternoon play for BBC Radio 4. August 2010

SILVER STREET    Tanika was a regular contributor to the BBC Asian Network soap and wrote the opening five episodes of the show.

RUDOLPHO’S ZEST 
90 minute radio play for BBC Radio 3.  Broadcast in April 2008

THE GOD OF SMALL THINGS    Adaptation of Arundhuti Roy’s novel - ten part drama for Radio 4 for Women’s Hour. Broadcast in July 2004

CHITRA     A forty five minute play for BBC Radio 4. Broadcast in 2005.

THE PARTING     A 45 minute play  for Radio 4. Broadcast in July 2003

A SECOND CHANCE
A fifty minute radio play for Radio 3  broadcast in June 2002.   Nominated for a RIMA (Race in the Media Award) April 2003.
STOWAWAY    A 45 minute radio play for BBC – Broadcast in December 2001.

BETRAYAL: THE TRIAL OF WILLIAM DAVIDSON     A 45 minute radio play for BBC Broadcast August 2001.

THE BOOK OF SECRETS   Adaptation of MG Vassanji’s novel for Radio 4. Broadcast in April 2000.
THE SECRET     Adaptation of Ruth Thomas’s novel for radio 4.  Broadcast in Dec 2000.

THE ETERNAL BUBBLE    60- minute play commissioned for BBC World Service for their millennium season. Broadcast in January 2000.

THE WHISPERING TREE    45-minute original children’s play for Radio 4.  Broadcast August 1998.  Winner of Prix ex Aequo Bratislava 1998.  Nominated for a CRE award April 1999.

THE QUEEN’S RETREAT      45-minute original play for Radio 4. Broadcast in June ’99.

WAISTLAND     45-minute original play for Radio 4. Broadcast Feb ’99.

COAT
45 –minute radio play for Radio 4. Broadcast Feb ’99.

MUSE OF FUSION
30-minute radio play for Radio 4. Broadcast March ’99.

WESTWAY     Regular writer on BBC World Service serial.

RED OLEANDERS      90-minute Radio 3 adaptation of a play by Rabindranath Tagore.

VOICES ON THE WIND     75-minute BBC World Service adaptation of  her stage play of the same title.

THE BOUNTY HUNTER   60-minute Radio 4 original play. Broadcast 1997.

SKELETON
60-minute Radio 4 adaptation of her stage play of the same name.

PANKHIRAJ
30- minute play for Radio 4. Nominated for CRE , Prix Futura and Sony Awards. Later Commissioned and broadcast as a four-part series for Radio 4 in 1996.

ANANDA SANANDA
60-minute play for Radio 4. 1997.

KISS ME QUICK
Wrote four episodes for a 20-part series for radio 5. 1994.

BADAL & HIS BIKE
30- minute play for Radio 5 for young people. Nominated for CRE Award 1994.

ASHA
45- minute play for Radio 4. Broadcast 1991. Finalist in BBC Young Playwright’s Festival.

TELEVISION and FILM

BANGLATOWN BANQUET


50 minute film for BBC2 starring Shabana Azmi. 2006 PRIX EUROPA – Special commendation.

THE LIVES OF ANIMALS





Film adaptation of JM Coetzee’s novella for 

Fiction Lab. Broadcast on BBC4 in March  

2002 and August 2003.

FLIGHT 


Original screenplay for BBC Screen Two.

Broadcast  BBC2 Jan 1998.

Winner of an EMMA (Ethnic Minorities Media Award) for Best Television production, 1998.

Winner of the FIPA D’Argent Prize in the fiction category at the FIPA festival in France, 1997.

Shown at London, Bradford, Monte Carlo, Dublin, Bombay and Sochi (Russian) film festivals. Film Festival Sochi  (Russia) Winner of Best Actor Award for Roshan Seth. Nominated for best TV drama CRE Awards 1999. Broadcast on Arte (French TV) in 1999.

THE FIANCEE
15 minute short film co-written with Alex Harvey for Minerva Productions. Starring Preeya Kalidas and Ed Stoppard.

BIDESHI
20-minute film starring Roshan Seth broadcast Christmas Day 1994.


Winner of the Silver Conch Award at the Bombay Short Film Festival 1996.

THE RHYTHM OF RAZ
10 minute film for BBC2 Schools Education. Broadcast 1995. 
Nominated for a Children’s BAFTA.
TELEVISION SERIES AND SOAP:
THE BILL 


Episode “COMPLICITY”  broadcast in June 2001.

CROSSROADS

             Eight episodes broadcast for Carlton TV soap 
ALL ABOUT ME 
Television sitcom episodes - CELADOR with Jasper Carrot. 2003 and 2004.  

EASTENDERS
Five episodes broadcast from August 1999 to October 2000.  

A SUITABLE BOY
Commissioned pilot scripts for C4/ Enigma/ Cinema Verity Productions Ltd for proposed series adaptation.

GRANGE HILL


Eight BBC TV episodes broadcast 1997-2000
LONDON BRIDGE
Carlton. Twelve episodes broadcast for regional ITV in 1998/1999.

PUBLICATIONS

Tanika’s first two plays ‘Skeleton’ and ‘The Waiting Room’ were published by Faber. 

The rest of her plays, to date are published by Oberon Books. She has also contributed 
to a number of publications on writing plays.

http://oberonbooks.com/author/tanika-gupta/
Tanika’s first collection of plays entitled ‘The Political Plays’  was launched on 

May 30th 2012 by Oberon Books

Rage and Reason – Women Playwrights on Play writing  (Methuen 1997)

Right of Way (The Women’s Press 1998)
Modern Monologues for Men (Oberon 2008)
Modern Duologues (Oberon 2009)
For a full list of publications please see:

TEACHING AND OTHER RELEVANT WORK EXPERIENCE

1996-97
SOHO THEATRE COMPANY

Appointed Writer In Residence at the Soho Theatre Company.

2000-2001

NATIONAL THEATRE 

Pearson’s writer in residence at The Royal National Theatre 

2001
 

NATIONAL THEATRE IN SOUTH AFRICA

Writing workshops in Cape Town and with the Market Theatre in Johannesburg 

2002


CLEAN BREAK

During her commission with Clean Break, Tanika ran workshops for three months in

HMP Winchester with women inmates. 

2003


NEW DRAMATISTS IN NEW YORK 

Royal National Theatre exchange in New York with the New Dramatists for a month. 

2005 and 2006
ROYALCOURT THEATRE IN CUBA

Writing workshops in Cuba with Cuban new writers

2007
/ 2008 

ROYAL COURT THEATRE IN AUSTRALIA

 Writing tutor with Australia Interplay with writers from 25 countries

2008
                   
 BRITISH COUNCIL IN NEW ZEALAND / AUSTRALIA

New Zealand and Australia - writing tutor/workshop facilitator for Pacific Island and 
Maori artists and speaker at Melbourne conference on multi culturalism in the Arts.

2008


ROYAL COURT THEATRE MASTERCLASS LONDON

Master class on play writing course.

2008-2010
ZAHID MUBAREK TRUST

Chair of Trust campaigning for prison reform.

2008-2009
PLAYWRIGHTS STUDIO – GLASGOW

Playwright Fellowship, mentoring new Scottish writers and occasional lectures.

2007-2012

 ARVON FOUNDATION

Writing tutor on playwriting courses

2009-2011
 
ROSE BRUFORD COLLEGE

Honorary fellowship with occasional lecturing duties

2010
                          NATIONAL YOUTH THEATRE

Judge and mentor on NYT/Playing Up course

2011
                       ROYAL SHAKESPARE COMPANY

Curating a weekend of readings and discussions to celebrate RSC’s 50th anniversary

In addition, Tanika has run many writing workshops for organisations such as: Central 
School of Drama; Sheffield, Leeds, Manchester, Glasgow and Oxford Universities; 
Mullberry school (East London), ANKUR (Glasgow), Soho, Royal Court, Hampstead, 
Young Vic and National Youth Theatres. Tanika has acted as a mentor and dramaturg 
for Hampstead and Kali Theatres and has acted as a judge on various play writing 
competitions including Verity Bargate, John Whiting and Meyer Whitworth Awards. 
She has given keynote speeches at academic conferences in Leeds and Vienna. She has 
regularly appeared on Radio 4 (eg Women’s Hour, Midweek and Broadcasting House) 
and has written occasional articles for national newspapers.  
AWARDS

EMMA Awards (Ethnic Minority Media Award 1999)

Tanika was nominated for the best play/theatre award for May ’99 .
John Whiting Award 2000   


Tanika was presented with the John Whiting Award from The Arts Council of Great Britain for her play “The Waiting Room” in 2000.

Asian Women of Achievement Award 2003

Tanika was presented with this award in the category  arts and culture.
Lawrence Olivier Awards 2004


Tanika was nominated for an Olivier award in the category of ‘Outstanding Achievement’ for her play  “Fragile Land” and her adaptation of “Hobson’s Choice”.

EMMA Awards 2004


Tanika was nominated for a theatre award for her adaptation of “Hobson’s Choice”

Amnesty International media Awards 2005

Award for Tanika’s radio play ‘Chitra’ about the chemical plant disaster in Bhopal, India.


Member of the Order of the British Empire 2008


Tanika was awarded an MBE in the Queen’s birthday Honours List for ‘Services to Drama’.
BBC Audio Drama Awards 2013 


Tanika received the award for ‘Best adaptation’ for her version of ‘A Doll’s House’
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